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Growing in the Lord – Part 1
1. Meditating on the Word of God

Joshua 1:8

8 "This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
2. Praying

Collosians 4:2

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving;
To neglect prayer is to neglect God.  When we fail to pray we fail to fulfill 
Matthew 22:37-38

37 And He said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'

 38 "This is the great and foremost commandment.

3. Fasting

Giving up something temporal to receive something eternal

Matthew 17:19-21

19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?"

 20 And He said to them, "Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it shall move; and nothing shall be impossible to you.

 21 "But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."

4.Fellowshipping 

Hebrews 10:25 
25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.

5. Loving

1 Corinthians 12:31 
31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13  

1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

2 And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 

3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 

4 Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 

5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 

6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 

7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
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6. Giving
2 Corinthians 9:6-7

6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully.

 7 Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver

7.Warring
The enemy always resists God’s best for our lives
2 Corinthians 10:3-5

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh,

 4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

 5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the bobedience of Christ,

      c
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.

 11 Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
James 4:7 

7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
1 John 4:4 
4 You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.
8. Worshiping
A lifestyle of focusing our mind and heart on all that God is.

Psalm 2:11-12

11 Worship the LORD with reverence, And rejoice with trembling.

12 Do homage to the Son, lest He become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!

Psalm 95:1-3

1 O Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.

 2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.

3 For the LORD is a great God, And a great King above all gods,

9. Working

John 9:4

4 "We must work the works of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; night is coming, when no man can work.
Proverbs 11:30 
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that wins souls is wise.

Psalm 107:1-2

1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting.

2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary,
10. Resting
Exodus 20:8-10

8 "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

9 "Six days you shall labor and do all your work,

10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you.
